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QuTsipE THE Mipway?®

@rear Huw ON SUNDQY dr Hamous OLD (ONEY ISLAND.

CONEY 18loeAND'S
SEASON HAS BEGUN

NOB movs Coney Tslund fs in fhe
Befght of [t Elory.
Last Sundny 50,000 porsous énlored
s Gerdn bgenes, Hes mldwiy afteactions; lts
Guestionable sideshows, lis Bowary, ls
borr and lts frankfurtérs. It Wed the
aame ol Coner, und fhef were tio sfime
ald bappy, go-asyou-pidhse erowd. They
went on the Sea Beacl Bboats, the tralns
mud the trolleys, 1A Ewos and fotis aud
famllles, and siaydd Teat early motning
brtll they weoths jhmmed {tke cdlile ln the
lnst traing, exlfusted dud elespy, but hap-
pr In the kilowledge of u sticcessful day's
outing.

Cotiey Islind wad never known fo disap-
point the plegsiiresiskars who throng to
it, nnd 1t veaches lis nsual standard this
yeéadr.

Cotiey's atfractlond aré versatile, llke Ite
patrons. Down the road, not ge far from
the Howery, Is a little chursh, where the
ritigionsly Belned magy worshlg, aad o
Uoney Island propor (If such a place thore
be) they who seek dlflcreat slirines may
worship, Eon

One favorite Idol 18 gowned In & very
Itmited ereailon of rod Eatin. Hef face
stltl bears fetdllle tfneos of ofie  fhna
banuty; hor feet nre tliy, suid 85 delocy
as they havs ahways bedn, Théy dre very
wondertul faof, ¥éry agile nnd restldss,
fnd ey Ynow how (o da h Zreit nisny
thlnge—£o think the hibities 6f (e consert
hall where the difiding oF the Hitle fed
feet hielps to while nwny the tlive and the
bear. Not Iafrequently a fonming bumper
15 passed- up to the idsl, wiho tosses It off
in & quite experieficed wag, shid throws o
great many kisses whils slie fhadks the
dkind gentloman™ who wius “gooid enough
th spprecinte o lWdy's thitst and give her
somethifng to Hredl e

The dnucing girl 1€ not the énly tdal at
Oodey, howevsf. Tha {amule and femik-
furtes moen dtfe hot fhvopitis, And the mu-
Eetim Indlés with Bpatialties hold A veiy
astir pliled 11t Hokrts 6f the muttitude,

There wte the fat lady mod the sksleton,
the ady with the [axoertant erop of halr,
and sle with the Bvengall whiskers; ati-
othir who c¢harms shikes, a nldget, anil
‘lnat, bt not least, & downright préity one
{so the heavy swalls of Conéy si7), who

deals aut klssea through & very small
plgéon-liole at ten eénta ench

One enterprisihg eoncert hall had intro:
dteed 0 full ballet of Buzom laasies, geven
In nummber, and the well-messlng proprie-
tor asatives the Beerltabibiag pullie whe
l: nbodt (he wibles that fhe niniber wauld
haye hepd Meser had tie syiphs ef the
bellet Desn emallgr. As It s, hls etage
is filled, and what Hore can people mekY

The Ralnes MW Epecire 1s only falntly
vistble at Copey. Btnday mofaing concert
Lall proprietofa mada & Sotner 1a bread
and cheese, #and spent the early hours
heaping np sandwleles, But 0fty thonsaiid
people consumeé a great moasy dFiuks on A
hot dny, particuladly fhe Cobiey Isiand
gort, that eondigt fnrgaly of foam, asmd be-
fore dfternoon the sandwishes had dlsfp-
peared, and fonming bumpers wers gorved
In solitars state, as I the name of Rnlhes
had pever besn ledfd above. the olash of
Coney's breslkers,

A1l the cholce spofs nlong the Rowers
are oot yot ouenpled, for last SuhdAs's
rush was a trifle nhead of the season. One
large unocenpled pavilton, with a emall
stage at the slde, was the fendesvous for
a merry party. Opposite the pavillen is a
merrv-go-round, with an organ that plhys
all tlie up-to-date dance muasle, Thefe
was nothlng classie about the melodies aa
they foated neross to the empty paviilan,
but they were appresinted by those wha
henrd them, A Jot of tired-looking shop
girls, wlio had gohe down-from Brooklyn
on the trolles, with arms encircllng each
othier's wilsts, waltzed to the tuns of
“The Band Playsd On'' A number of bi-
evcle girls In' short skirts joined In, Intro-
diclng # great many lducy gtops of thelr
own, and fhen one by ona the swells of
Coney Islind drgpped fn and made a wel-
come additipn to the pasty. y

The organ in the mefry-go-round served
them well. Tt pliyeg &l the populnr
waltzus -and  two-steps, and fhe  girle
“gplaled” with thelr mew acgualntances
untll thaif curly locks hung In Strings over
thelr froes, thelr lawn dresses and shirt
waisly hang danip and Hmp, aad thelr fades
were flustied from heat and exertlon. Then
iy vepilred to o nearby concert hall,
trheré the eitidwiehes had given out long
before, and where the little red siippérs

waora ntiu pu_ﬂmlu‘ thalr Lire.ans efforts to
please,

Tha eonlest place on fhe 18land was up
af fhie blg observatory. The elevdtor tan up
dnd down all day, onill the ralllugs about
the tap tooled blalk from the ground below.
Peopla illisd to stay, after Bhey got up
therd, It was so far from the madding
erowd, and the view over the bay and the
surronnding country was g0 beautiful, The
peogple looked like tiny anfa as they moved
ahgit on the Island, but even from that
helght one conld note the tired, lagging
g&leps, and witeh tHe steady application
of whilte Bandkerchlefs to hot faces, And
then ofie cotld almoBt fadcy the scona be-
penfh was o dfa, a farawar vislon, If
soma one nene ol not remark lmpatiently
that It might be coal, but [t was too dry.
and a miglity lotig wiy from the “Bowery."

o mmall £y enjoy Coney Island as
mueh as thelf eldefs Tndeed, they are
Mleted to mors thin any ofhers and they
étijogid the eferlng 1o the greatest ox-
teirt Rt Bunddy, Never wis jiopdorh
offered 18 stdh a wonderful vhrlety of
eolors an the vendots exhiblt dowt on
Conoy's satids, There srd hats #nd balls
pinit, réd, yellow, gresh, white, brown
aud deapolltnn, and “all for the small
oliarge, lndles and gents, of flva ecents
Thien thore are the Inevitnble pails and
shovels, in preity eolors and covered with
temptitig mottoes ghil faney names, And
tliers nre flle #érry-go-rounia, and thé
hobby horses, the swlhgs and' the ehutes,
and above a1 tHede s the grent Stretih of
white zand, Inlo which thoutands of plimp,
wvilite baby tiands th¥usl eovels llist Sufi-
dhy, and thousands of haby glils aud boys
rolledl and somersanlied In It all dby, while
theld gosd-nntired mothers watehed them
plagy, and took care Of the lunch baskets:
Then sight enme on, and the sind got Into
the flegd oyes, and the nolse from the
Bowety fodé LUke the low  funible of
thundar, Warting mothiora with tived balés
of the approdclilhg showers of oMEry-
making. It eent them home fthidugh the
pugh and crowd, with their chlldren on
thely shoulders dand clinging to thelr skirts,
anid thelr baskets on thelr arma, 0led only
with the Mefuse of the luncheon, and the
dizearded shovels and painted palls,

It 18 affer the departuce of dayllght
anld fhe Intingents with chubly fest that
love t6 phddle that Coaney Islhngd epens
widle M= eyes, They nte blick éyes, with
& twitkls of milschis! |n them, and a
violent propetsity towidrd winking. And
they wink very hard and very often Bun-
day plghts: The fat ladies in the museums

amile mors geuermly ofter dark, the snike

charmer's eyes grow mora rnm,lnltlng.
the rounda st tle ecotieart hiil tabla are
ordered mors recklebsly, and tho ladles
and gentlemen who toss them off Eeéin
more congenial thah ever; the frankfurte?
men have Jald In & new plovk sluce the
lghts swere 111,

The ghooting gollerlos look mare fempt:
Ing with tha lghts betlsd the ghyly-
colored targets, the fakirs with fhe balls
and pussy cats, and vings and canes have
less t(roubls in moving nlokles from the
pocket of tha passer by. '‘Hit it once; ona

elgiir; Wit It twlee, two dighrs; Hib |t
three flmes, three clgars, ahd your mﬂﬂey
back!"

A crowd gathers sbout the fakirs, uu!
stl1l another erpwd files Into  the cotledrt
halls This Is a centented, at-peace-with-oil-
the-world erowd. They are fond of ona Ans
other, for brown heads and golden heads
are testing on manly shoulders, and manly
volees are edlling, T, walter, 1l 'em up
again!  And fhe wallers nrd rushitg about
with trays Q1164 with biimpeérs, dnd abova
the olfuking of glasses And tHa clatter of
volioy flsed the voloe of the birsd mong-
strpgs, “Ob, slie wak stioh &n shsent-mloded
malden' The lines aks ghosted with loud
guifaws, and while the plano bauds out the
accompnidimant the red sligpers kesp fline
o the al#, and thal? ewher lnughs throngh
hét searlat lips dnd jostifies hef humbléd
salary.

THE AMEQICAN COSTER.
He Sells Flawsrs and Has a Dislect That

|8 Dlstinetivaly His .
Own.

The netrest approach In New York to
the Léndon “coster,” a8 exploited by Cheva-
Her, is the fawed pedler, Nof the sfation-
Ary vender who his f #mall 8Enll of staud,
but the man who ealls ffom House to house
with & bandsome wnlon wilh glass sldes,
throngh which dan Bé #een & large stoek
of plants in foll Dleom. In some cises his
sagon is Qtted with & refrigeritar for' cut
fowers.

By some mysterious process of evolntion
thils min seems to be developing inte a
oliss a4 dlstinctive as the  cliarnoters of
flie famous musle Ball singér. IE s sooe-
what displayed I his attire, but s espe
clally notleentile In hils Jangoage. Hiw dla-
ject 18 what mght be called “tongh" bat
bears but small Fesemblance 1o (hay of thie
Howery boy, ot Chlmmie Fadden of the
Maxt Side. His slang s ail bis own, and
appears to be but iittle undersiood except

by those la his own line of business,

RIDING 1624 MILES

16R oA NICKED,

blgeer vetifn for a nlckel from a

rallrond cotmpang, ' sald No, 1, **thay
Erom nny otlief kind of o business concern
Ith th¥ warld,

“Roshil’ sild the othes

“fut you ean. And npt only that, bnt in
spite of all tha {alk and atmsze of the grasp-
Ing corporitions in America, anid especially
In New Yark, n rallroad company owned by
New Yorlk tilllonalfés 1s the concern T re.
for to. They will #ive you the longest rall-
road flde on ealth for a slékel' “Can’t
prove 1" sdld No; 2 “Bet you $1,000."
‘G0 yoult

SAN right sald No. 1, “I'Il atart to-
moFtiw mording, and at the end of 4 wesl
I wliIt bave ridden by rall 1,824 mlles for a
niekiel, and T will prove that 1 counld ride
ten Himes as fhe If T wished for the suue
old nlokel, Wikl that win the her?”

USiire! Mhsy mioney for me, too," "I‘he_r
gHO6K hands,

liyeat me vight here next Mondsy motn-
tng at 0 o'flock?" sald No. 1, in parting.
Hé bnreled on board one of the South Penfy
Bonts and wont {o bis homa in Brooklyn.

f8py, wife," eaid he, as soon as he got
hatse, “gef e np o luncheon thnt will Inst
A woek, Tot, tut! no guestions, my. dear,
Hild |n fFour enrlosity for a4 week und you
#hill hitve thit morqulse ring. Just put dp
the luncheon.”

1t was Sunday., The next morning No. 1
crossed the South Ferry to New York, holil-
ing lls blg luncheon basket on his arm.
He clitnbed the elevated vailrond stilrs at
the ferry, bonght u tieket on the Blxth ave-
nne Hoe, picked out an end seat, opened a
copy of dnles Verme's “One Million Ailes i
a Minnte" anid settled down.

He rode to,One Hondred and Twenty- m’th
stroet, elosed his book, got ont of the enrn,
crosged the platform and entered o down-
town car.

‘“Phere's olght milex,™ ha gald to hitmaalf,
making a note of It In a book, The trulh
srdrted oW town AL the Santh Ferry hoe
gt off nod fedeivell o teingter 46 the Thil
avenpe elevnted line, Of the Aest traln be
tale 11l Ninety-ninth streot wis renchel,
tholight he might bive gotien off the traln
at Elghty-nioth If he had &o desledd, for
there aguin tle uptown nand downtown
tralng use a platform {n the middle, pas-
sengers gettlpg off one traln and getting on

TWO men mafs n bet. Yoo can get A

the one gmoing in the opposits dliéotion ag
their plegsure.

“Six and a half more miles,” &ald No. 1,
as the traln storted down toward Eonth
Ferry agaitt.  Again at South Ferry he
trinsferred over to the Blxth avenue llng,
noted that he hod done six and a hialf nilles
more, and stafted tip to One Hundred and
Twenis-ith street as befare, Hoe had muds
the telp “itound the Horm," as 1t 18 ealled,
twenty-nine miled In all, nid hid donsiited
three houvs lu dolng it. Tt was ting {0 eat.
S0 he took n bite of luncheoh and a sival
low of Ralne () water, dnd agaln buvled
himself In “Cme Millilon Mileg a Minote”
Oceaslonally he took # look nt a card he
bad figured olt, aid thig Is h\nat the ourd
lonked llke:
Trstnnoa.

Thind avenne—
South Ferty to 80th stidets.iivenesy. B
South Forey to 90th stPeet..icieieses %

Blxth svenui— .

South Forry to 125th street, cccissivass 8

South Terry to 116th gireet. .o vvavivee T4
y Time.

Sixth ave—Sonth Ferry to 125th st. .40 min.

Phird ave—South Ferry 1o H0th st, 40 min.

“IH'w a plty there lsn't & Chanee to do the
sma thing on the Hécond avenue lne,
too,” he femarked, taklng a munch nt A
bom sandwich, It wonld wary the trip.
This s getting to be nonotonous, Now; If
I were to keep up this continnone performe-
fnee for only five digs, T wonld have ridden
1,100 miles, or more than the distance from
heve to Chicago.

“In thigtgen diye 1 woull have ridden the
dlitinee from Lere (o Ban Franclaco. Tt this
lunehoon and beer would only bang on I
vonld rlie the dlstinee from hite to Juplter
ar Mars, ot fo anF one of tlle Axed Htars,
Why, hbng it all, 1 could kedp 1t up il
fhia fivecenl jonrmey endod In (hevitabile
death. I'm glad It's going to end next Mon-
day."”

Monday came. No. 2 wis on hand b
Sopth Werdy, I & short time the thing
was exploined, anild & lobg look edine pver
the faee of No. 2 as be realived that he hud
lost the bet

“Nayver mind old man” stid No. ¥ It
was a sure thing, and [ don't want to beat

voli eut of any of your money oh & sure
thing,  Just yon Doy my wite thit mm‘?ui‘g
rlﬁ:ak[lhuhuwsr.t you the other day, an

all ¥ights

Bireot. Miles.
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